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conditions with a readiness which we had seldom witnessed,
and it was with great regret that we bid them farewell on
their transfer to other lands.
Fortunately the vacant position was filled by the
appointment of Colonels Siikh Singh and Mithri (now
Commissioners of the Southern Territory). They had
grown up with the Indian work from its early days, had
shared in its privations and taken part in its Boom Marches,
besides commanding in turn its various Territories. In
season and out of season they cordially co-operated in
every advance.
Up to the year 1911, when the King and Queen visited
India, Calcutta had been the Winter Capital of the Govern-
ment of India, but it was decided at this time to transfer
the Winter Capital to Delhi, which had originally been the
Imperial Capital of the Mahommedan Emperors. Not
only was it more centrally situated for all parts of India,
East, West, North and South, with many railway lines
converging at this point, but it was near Simla, so that
the cost of transfer for winter and summer would be con-
siderably reduced, and the two Capitals could at all times
maintain closer touch with each other.
The fact that Simla, owing to its position amongst
simple and loyal hill tribes, in the great mountain range
of the Himalayas, was practically free from elements of
political unrest and disturbance, led to the stay of the
Imperial Government being prolonged, till most of the
offices remained there from seven to eight months out of
the twelve, and some of them for the whole year. Quite
recently the Government of India has decided to make
Simla its Capital for the whole year.*
During the five cold-weather months, the Viceroy aad
the principal officials of the Imperial Government spend
much of their time in travelling all over the Indian States
and British India, getting into dose personal touch with the
leading Princes, Provinces and Peoples.
* It is a little remarkable that the policy inaugurated by George
Washington, and adopted by all the various States in the United
States, has been to locate their Capitals and Legislatures in the
smaller Provincial towns* where they would be free from intimida-
tion by mob violence at times of popular excitement. It is a policy
which might wisely be followed in other lands.